OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT | Howard County, Maryland

CHEMICAL ATTACK

A Chemical Attack is the intentional release of potentially harmful chemicals into the
environment. Agents used in a Chemical Attack include poisonous vapors, aerosols, liquids,
and solids that have toxic effects on people, animals, or plants (chemicals used to create
Explosives hazards are profiled separately).
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e Most health effects from a Chemical Attack occur in the minutes
immediately following the attack.

e Inhalation or skin absorption of many chemical agents can cause CHEMICAL ATTACK IMPACT
perma nent health prOblemS or death. Where no Worst-Case bar is visible, Worst-Case impact is equivalent to Likely Impact
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